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ABSTRACT

In this research, the researchers examined and explored the relationship of socio-economic status on academic achievement of
secondary school level students among Scheduled Tribe. The researcher applied descriptive survey research method for the
current study and selected 450 Scheduled Tribe (ST) Secondary School students as a sample from tribe densely populated
three districts of West Bengal. The socio-economic scale by Dr. Meenakshi used to investigate the nature of socio -economic
status. The previous annual marks of the students considered as Academic Achievement of the students were collected from
grade cards of students kept in schools’ record book. The researcher analysed the data by applying inferential statistical
techniques. The result of the study showed that there is positive correlation exists between socio-economic status and
academic achievement and no significant difference is found gender-wise in their socio-economic condition.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Social economic status (SES) is a comprehensive and
inevitable factor to understand the economic and the
sociological condition of any person. In brief, it is a
measurement element of a person's work experience,
education level. It also determines the economic and social
status of an individual or family. The SES relatively
compare person to person in terms of income, education
and employment. Analysing the SES of households, it
controls household income, education, employment and
total income, while for individual SES, it only evaluates
their characteristics (Palta. et al, 2015). Definitely, the SES
variable both in economics and sociology are maximum
commonly used to describe economic disparities
throughout the society. Besides, Education and its success
depend on the term ‘academic achievement.’ It is central
indicator or parameter of the accomplishment and success
of individuals, schools, universities and also of a country.
The academic performance is the helpful indicators to
classify the actual ability of students related to their
acquired knowledge and it direct the students’ further
education as per the need of discipline (Zhao ,2017). By
contrast, in this present investigation researcher is more
curious to find out the academic performance among a
specific community student and like to represent the
subjective understanding to scientific community. In West
Bengal the Secondary school a student refers to the
students those are studying in class 9th and 10th class
belongs to Tribal community.

Various Research on Socio-Economic Status and Academic
Achievement are conducted such as Jafar and Behjoo
(2012) conducted an investigation on “A study of academic
achievement among Turkish ELT students.” Particularly
socio-economic status was a variable in this research. The

researchers attempted to collect data by using
socioeconomic status scale of the research participants in
relation to their specific age, family size, family income and
guardians’ employment through self-constructed and
standardised questionnaires. Researcher showed the
results as for socioeconomic condition, there has a positive
influence on academic achievement among the groups of
the study area i.e., state universities at Ankara in Turkey.
Chandra and Azimuddin (2013) conducted a study in
Lucknow city. The researcher set up the objectives of their
research to assess the particular influence of
socio-economic status and academic achievement of
students. The sample of the study was taken from classes
IX and X students. Singh and Choudhary (2015) find out
the impact of socioeconomic status on the academic
achievement of secondary level school students in Delhi
city. Researchers used the standardised Socio-economic
Status Scale for data collection related to socio-economic
condition of students. Bhat et al (2016) studied their
research named as title “Effect of Socio- Economic Status
on Academic Performance of Secondary School Students”
in J&K State in India. The researchers framed the
objectives of their research to investigate the quantify
effect of two variables. The target group of population was
the secondary school level students into Jammu and
Kashmir geographical area. Researchers used descriptive
analytical study. Razia and Ahmad (2017) investigated
into the “Emotional Intelligence and Socio-economic Status
as the determinants of Academic achievement among
Adolescents.” The researchers like to examine academic
achievement of the adolescents’ age group students. The
researchers took independent variables for their particular
research. These are Socio - economic status and Emotional
intelligence. The study has been justified on the ground
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that in the state of West Bengal studies on the problem of
Scheduled Tribe Secondary Students are still in an
developing stage. The need for such studies has been
justified and long been felt, as no exploratory work has
been done till now, stressing on the socio - economic
conditions and Study Habit of the Scheduled Tribe
Secondary Students as the main dimensions in western
part of West Bengal. The study is thus more particularly
directed and designed to investigate the socio-economic
condition of Scheduled Tribe Secondary Students and try
to find out the relationship socio-economic status with the
academic achievement.

2. OBJECTIVES

» To asses the socio-economic status of scheduled
tribe secondary level students in West Bengal.

» To find out the relationship of socio-economic
status with Academic achievement among
scheduled tribe secondary students in West
Bengal.

» To find out the difference of Socio-Economic
status of gender wise. (Boy and Girl).

3. HYPOTHESES

» Ho1: There is no significant relationship between
socio-economic status and academic achievement
of Scheduled Tribe students.

» Ho2: There is no significant difference between
scheduled tribe boys and girls with reference to
socio-economic status.

3. METHODOLOGY

A descriptive survey method was adopted for the purpose
of the study. Three districts’ ST students were considered
for population and 450 scheduled tribe students were
taken as sample. Researchers used both descriptive and
Inferential statistics for data analysis.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS:

Assessment of Socio - Economic Status (SES) of an
individual is necessary for any SES related research. It
plays as an important determinant or factors of an
educational achievement of individual. In brief, it is a
measurement unit of a person's work experience and
education level (Gobena, G. A,2018). It also determines the
economic and social status of an individual or family.
Hence, assessments of SES of a family determine an
effective categorization of the family in respect of three
influential variables of SES i.e, Education, occupation,
economic status, etc. The Socio-Economic condition of the
Scheduled Tribe students has been exposed in Table 1.
From the results it was prominent that the Socio -
Economic Status of the Scheduled Tribe students were
poor.
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TABLE 1: FREQUENCY (F) AND PERCENTAGE (%)
OF SOCIO - ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE ST

Socio -Economic Status

Poor Below Average Above Above
Average verag Average Average
F 49 or Between Between Between 105 or
below | 50 to 64 65 to 89 90 to 104 above
% 41.11 35.11 22.67 1.11 0

About 41.11% Scheduled Tribe Secondary Level students
of West Bengal were from poor family background. The
rest of them about 35.11% belong to below average and
22.67% belong to average groups respectively. But only
1.11% had above average group of Socio-Economic Status.
It is noted that there had no sample of high socio-economic
status. From the socioeconomic score Table No.4.1. It was
noted that the majority of the Scheduled Tribe Secondary
students  (76.22%) were belonging to lower
socio-economic (the poor and below average are under
lower socio-economic group) category. A notable
percentage of the Scheduled Tribe was in the lower middle
category (22.67%). The low socioeconomic status of the
Scheduled Tribe might be related to their Academic
Achievement. The result of SES among ST secondary
learners is presented graphically in figure-1. shows that
higher proportion of ST secondary students has poor in
social and economic status and there is not found any high
socio -economic condition related students.
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FIG. 1: SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF SCHEDULED
TRIBE IN WEST BENGAL.

The socio-economic status “below average” and “average”
is shown as second and third highest percentage of sample
as per figure. To investigate relationship between the
variables  socio-economic  status and academic
achievement correlation

TABLE 2: CORRELATION BETWEEN SOCIO -
ECONOMIC STATUS AND ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEMENT
Category Variable N MEAN SD R
Scheduled SES 450 53.502 14.256
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Tribe Academic 0.480
344.82 118.565
Students Achievement

(Significant at 0.05 levels)

From the above Table 2., it is found that the r value is
0.480 and it significant at 0.05 levels of significance. That
means there is a positive correlation between above two
variables. Thus, the hypothesis (HO01): ‘There is no
significant relationship among socioeconomic status and
academic achievement of Scheduled Tribe students is
rejected.

TABLE 3: SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN SCHEDULE TRIBE BOYS AND GIRLS
STUDENTS ON SOCIO- ECONOMIC STATUS

Group N MEAN SD df t-Value Sig. Level
ST Boys | 268 52.44 13.537 Not
448 +1.91 L
Significant

ST Girls | 182 55.05 15.159

(Significant at 0.05 level)

From the Table No. 3, the calculated t-value is 1.91 with df
(Degree of Freedom) 448 and it is significant at any level
because the calculated t-value is less than a table value of
1.97. That means there is no significant difference the
above two groups on socio-economic status. Thus, the
(HO2), that ‘there is no significant difference between
scheduled tribe boys and girls with reference to
socio-economic status’ is accepted.

5. CONCLUSION:

The study revealed that there is significant relationship
between socio-economic status and academic achievement
among ST students of secondary level in West Bengal. But
a higher percentage students fall under the categories of
poor and below average in terms of socio-economic
condition. The government system and tribal development
ministry should take necessary steps to improve
socio-economic status of ST students irrespective of
gender categorisations.
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