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ABSTRACT: 

In India, fishing is the predominant occupation for around 14 million people. Their livelihood is fully dependent upon fishing 
alone. But after the emergence of COVID-19, they faced various issues and challenges to running their daily lives. In this 
backdrop, the study examines the living conditions of fishing communities during COVID-19 and also examines the various 
challenges faced by the fisheries during COVID-19. The study is descriptive in nature; we used a semi-structured interview 
schedule to expose the living status and challenges, and purposive sampling was employed to select the respondents. The 
study concludes that the socio-economic condition of the fisher community of the study area is very poor and miserable. 
Extensive and comprehensive area development programs for the entire coastal belt and rivers are also required to improve 
the socio-economic conditions of the fishing population. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Fisheries have served as a crucial source of sustenance for 
countless individuals in Asia and the Pacific throughout 
history. Inland capture fisheries and freshwater 
aquaculture play a crucial role in ensuring food security 
for rural populations, while coastal communities engage in 
the harvesting of marine fish, shellfish, and seaweeds to 
meet the demands of local markets. The initial 
documentation of fisheries, such as that from Siam in 
1925, confidently asserted that the aquatic resources were 
plentiful, diverse, and suited to the needs of the 
population, indicating that reliance on other countries for 
aquatic food supplies was unnecessary. The plentiful 
resources underscore nature's role in renewing supplies, 
supporting the notion that revitalizing depleted waters 
and protecting the future might necessitate few limitations 
(Smith, 1925). Poverty and food insecurity in the fishing 
sector are influenced more by the capacity of various 
groups of fishers to manage seasonal unemployment than 
by its mere occurrence. Food insecurity is mainly a 
seasonal issue and results in a range of other 
complications. The incidence of diseases associated with 
hunger and malnutrition is significant in fishing villages, 
and the situation worsens during the monsoon season. 

THE FISHING IS IN TAMIL NADU 

Tamil Nadu, a maritime state, boasts a coastline that 
stretches 1,076 km and encompasses a continental shelf 
area of 41,412 km², along with an Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) of 1.9 lakh sq. km, resulting in a marine fish 
production of 5.209 lakh tons. This supports the 
livelihoods of 1.048 million marine fishers, who are 
engaged in 5,803 mechanized and 41,337 traditional 
fishing vessels. Tamil Nadu has an extensive area of 3.83 
lakh hectares dedicated to effective inland water  

 

resources, which includes a variety of features such as 
reservoirs, major and minor irrigation tanks, short 
seasonal tanks, ponds, rivers, backwaters, and derelict 
water bodies. The population of inland fishers stands at 
2.35 lakh for the year 2018-2019. An estimated area of 
56,000 hectares is dedicated to capture fisheries in 
brackish water, while an additional area of 6,115.68 
hectares is also noted. In the period of 2017-2018, the 
country's fish production reached a total of 12.59 million 
metric tonnes. India ranks as the second largest producer 
of fish globally and holds the second position in inland fish 
production. The fisheries sector accounts for 1% of the 
nation's GDP. Tamil Nadu holds the fourth position in the 
overall fish production across the nation. Tamil Nadu 
achieved an export of 128,845 MT of marine products, 
generating a foreign exchange revenue of Rs. 5591.49 
crore in the fiscal year 2018-2019. 

ABOUT THE STUDY AREA 

Along with the anicuts, Sir Arthur Cotton also drew the 
plans for a large reservoir on the Cauvery in 1834. 
However, it was in 1856 that earnest attempts began to 
think through a large dam on the Cauvery just before it 
entered the plains, when Major Lawford submitted 
proposals for the construction of a reservoir on the 
Cauvery near Nerinijipet (about 11 miles downstream of 
Mettur). From 1856 to 1901, no less than four separate 
proposals sought to harness the Bhavani (a tributary of the 
Cauvery) instead of the Cauvery (Barber 1941, 3) (Day 
1873) (Sunder Raj 1941). Finally, in the early decades of 
the 20th century, there seemed to be some movement 
concerning the building of the dam. One of the major 
factors that held back the Mettur Dam was the Cauvery 
water dispute. The Mysore Government had decided to 
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construct a dam at Kanambadi (about 20 km from Mysore) 
for irrigation and augment flows for the Sivasamudram 
hydroelectric station. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The study conducted by Avtar (2021) described how 
disruptions in the supply chain, market, and fish capture 
during the COVID phase affect India's small-scale fisheries 
and blue economy. Similar to this, Premapriya (2020) 
examined the difficulties faced by Puducherry's fishermen 
during COVID-19, observed multiple cases, and came to the 
conclusion that lockdowns have an impact on the 
household economy of fishermen, preventing them from 
purchasing adequate food for their families and causing 
stress and anxiety about the future. Bangladeshi fisheries 
were thoroughly examined by Sunny et al. in 2021. They 
said that stringent lockdowns and transportation barriers 
affect the income, nutrition, and food security of fishing 
villages and lead to labour crises, illnesses, stress, and 
anxiety among fishermen.  

Fishers' livelihoods in Yanam, Puducherry, were the focus 
of Sekhar et al. 2020. Since Yanam's population mostly 
depends on fishing, they claimed that COVID-19 had a 
long-term effect on fishermen's livelihoods. Because to 
COVID-19 and the rigorous lockdown, unemployment 
exacerbated food shortages, poverty, and malnutrition.  
Purkait (2020) examined the pandemic's effects on India's 
fishing industry and concluded that the supply chain for 
fish and fisheries products was less active. They 
experienced economic instability during the lockdown, and 
a weak economy leads to poverty and reduced food 
consumption.  

Campbell et al. (2021) examined the effects of COVID-19 
on tiny tropical fishing communities, they came to the 
conclusion that fishing and fish trading were declining 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Fishing communities are 
therefore more susceptible to the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The closure of nearly all harbours during and 
soon following the lockdown had a significant negative 
impact on women and fishermen, according to Gopal et al. 
(2020).  

The socioeconomic and demographic conditions of 
fishermen's families, the amount of investment, the income 
and net profits from selling fish, and the challenges faced 
by female fish vendors were the goals of Krishnaveni and 
C.A. Sham Shankar's (2020) study on the socioeconomic 
conditions of women fish vendors in Kanyakumari. A total 
of 1,920 fishermen's households, 300 of which were 
chosen from Kanyakumari town's coastal zones, provided 
primary data for the study. They believed that this was one 
of the main causes of the fruit arriving to the selling 
location so late, which had a significant impact on their 
sales. The female fish merchants have no work during the 
off-season. During the season, the group might also get 
marketing and financial help. 

A paper titled "Impacts of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Pandemic on Fisheries Sector in India: A Mini Review" was 
authored by Soumyadip Purkait in 2020. The COVID-19 

epidemic has had an unparalleled impact on the Indian 
economy and health system overall. 14.5 million people 
who work in the agriculture sector will be directly 
impacted by the disruption of the supply chain and 
demand for agricultural commodities including fish and 
fisheries products due to the extended statewide 
lockdown. The production, distribution, and marketing of 
marine catch fisheries, inland fisheries, seed supply, and 
seafood export are all included in the scope of the 
multifaceted impact. The purpose of this working paper is 
to outline the pandemic's multifaceted economic effects on 
the fishing industry and offer a number of legislative 
recommendations to lessen the shock. 

Ram Avtar (2021) examined the "Impact of COVID-19 
Lockdown on the Fisheries Sector: A Case Study from 
Three Harbours in Western India."  This research 
presents applicability of satellite data to monitor the 
impact of COVID-19 related lockdown on the Indian 
fisheries sector. results were complemented with 
socio-economic data and ground-level information for 
understanding impact of pandemic on the three sites. 
During peak of the lockdown, “area under fishing boats” 
near docks and those parked on the land area respectively. 
After phase-I of lockdown, number of parked vessels 
decreased, yet those already moved out to the land area 
were not returned until the south-west monsoon was over. 
A quarter of annual production is estimated to be lost at 
three harbors due to lockdown. 

The goal of Miston Mapuranga et al. (2021) was to 
investigate the difficulties that female survivalist business 
owners in the Johannesburg metropolitan area of South 
Africa confront. The findings include rotting agricultural 
produce or stock, a lack of funds for reinvestment, no 
government grant support, a decline in market demand for 
products, a struggle for strategic selling points, and 
multiple run-ins with the law due to noncompliance with 
COVID-19 regulations.  

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The study focused on the objectives of life of fishing 
communities, explored the challenges of these 
communities during lockdown, and revealed the various 
strategies adopted by the community to cope with 
lockdown. The study is descriptive in nature; for the 
present study, we select 30 respondents based on the 
purposive sampling method. We used a semi-structured 
interview schedule and a non-participant observation 
technique to gather the necessary information. To analyze 
the data, SPSS software was used. We used a frequency 
table to present the results. We conducted the study in 
Mettur taluk.  
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RESULTS 

TABLE: 01 

SOCIO ECONOMIC PROFILE AND LIVING 
CONDITION OF THE FISHERS 

Living condition Z % 

Age 

21-40 10 33.34 

41-60 14 46.66 

60 Above 6 20 

Gender 
Male 25 83.33 

Female 5 16.67 

Marital status 
Married 28 93.34 

Widow 2 6.66 

Caste 

MBC 18 60 

BC 8 26.67 

SC 4 13.33 

Educational 
qualification 

Illiterate 22 73.33 

Primary 
school 

6 20 

Higher 
secondary 

2 6.67 

Family type 

Nuclear 
family 

26 86.67 

Joint family 04 13.33 

Availability of 
own house 

Yes 28 93.33 

No 2 6.67 

Asset 
Yes 28 93.33 

No 2 6.67 

Monthly 
income 

1000 4 13.33 

3000 10 33.33 

3000above 16 53.34 

Duration of 
fishing 

6 hours 4 13.33 

12 hours 18 60 

12 hours 
above 

8 26.67 

With respect to the living conditions of the respondents, 
nearly 46.66 percent of the respondents belong to the age 
category of above 41 to 60, and 33.34 percent were coming 
under the age-wise distribution of 21 to 40. Eventually 
only 20 percent of the respondents noted that they were in 
the age group of 60 and above. The table presents the 
genders of the respondents in the fishing community in the 
village: the male is 83.33 percent, and the next is the 

female, at 16.67 percent in the gender category. On the 
basis of marital status, there were 93.34 percent of 
married people and 6.66 percent of widowed people in the 
village. The above table indicates the caste-wise 
distribution among the respondents. It shows nearly 13.33 
percent of the respondents belong to the community of 
Scheduled Caste, and 60 percent of the respondents were 
categorized as being of the Most Backward Caste. At last, 
only 26.67 percent of the respondents were in the category 
of Backward Caste. The above table shows the educational 
qualifications of the respondents. The majority of the 
respondents, accounting for 73.33 percent, were illiterate, 
with only 20 percent having completed primary school. 
Only 6.67 percent of the respondents had completed 
higher secondary education. This study demonstrates the 
extremely low level of education in the village. The above 
represent the respondent types of family in the fisher 
community. The majority of people in the village reside in 
nuclear families, accounting for 86.67% of the total 
population, while the next most common family type is the 
joint family, which has a significantly lower percentage at 
13.33%. The above table shows that 93.33 percent of 
respondents have their own house. 6.67 percent of them 
do not have a house in the fishermen's community in the 
villages. The above table illustrates that the majority of 
respondents, accounting for 53.33 percent of the village 
population, possess an asset, while 46.67 percent do not. 
The above table explains the daily income of the 
fisherman. 53.34 percent of the fishers have 3000 or above 
per day, and the 3000 rupee is 33.33 percent of the day. 
Afterwards, 13.33 percent of the fishers earn more than 
3000 rupees in a single day. The above table shows the 
fishing hours for the respondent. 26.67 percent in the 12 
hours above fishing because of the time of the fishing, 
comfortable for the fishing day, is not comfortable even 
though not finding large fish, and the next 60 percent of 
the people need 12 hours, and the other 13.33 percent of 
the people spend the 6 hours. 

TABLE: 02 

CHALLENGES OF THESE COMMUNITY DURING 
LOCKDOWN 

challenges of these community 
during lockdown 

N=30 % 

Types of 
problem 

Night time 
fishing 

9 30 

Food 8 26.67 

Low level of 
fish 

13 43.33 

Working 
environment 

through 
fishing 

Good 09 30 

Moderate 11 36.67 

Poor 10 33.33 

Life before 
covid-19 

Good 20 66.66 

Moderate 5 16.67 
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Poor 5 16.67 

Impact faced 
in covid-19 

Health issues 12 40 

Economic 
condition 

12 40 

Stress 6 20 

Types of 
problems 

faced 

Unemployment 12 40 

Transport 4 13.33 

No sales 14 46.67 

Allow to 
lockdown in 

fishing 

Yes 22 73.33 

No 08 26.67 

Hours of 
allowed in 

fishing 

4 hours 6 20 

6 hours 14 46.67 

6 hours above 10 33.33 

Complication 
in fishing in 

covid-19 

Lockdown 21 70 

Banned the 
fishing 

9 30 

The above table mentions the respondent’s fishing 
problem. The lot of the problems of Fisher feels 43.33 
percent of the people have a low level of fishing, and the 
26.67 percent of people are facing the food crisis in the 
respondents, and the nighttime fishing is the 30 percent 
that are affected by the people. The above table discloses 
the respondent working environment in fishing; the 
majority of the people have a 36.67 percent moderate 
level. 33.33 percent of fishermen report feeling poor, 
compared to 33.33 percent in the previous year. According 
to the above table, 66.66 percent of respondents reported 
feeling positive about their life before COVID-19, while 
16.67 percent reported feeling moderate. The next table 
shows that 16.67 percent of respondents were in poor 
condition before COVID-19. The above table declares the 
life after covid-19 of the respondent. Some individuals 
struggle with the challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, accounting for 40 percent of the poor, while the 
majority, 33.33 percent, report a moderate level of 
well-being, with 26.67 percent belonging to the fishing 
community. The above table records the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the respondent. 40 percent of the 
respondents experienced health issues as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19's impact on individuals 
and their families and the lockdown's dire economic 
conditions make the situation particularly distressing. 
Health conditions affected 40% of the people, while stress 
affected the remaining 20%. The above table points out the 
respondents' problems with COVID-19. Sales are 
particularly challenging; 46.67 percent of fishermen 
reported difficulties in selling their fish. Unemployment is 
one of the major causes of the covid-19 period. The people 
are all in lockdown, so in some places they can’t allow any 
work. According to this study, the fishing community 

accounts for 40% of unemployment. Getting to the next 
transport facility is very difficult; in the villages, only 13.33 
percent of the people use their own vehicles for 
transportation. The above table denotes the respondent 
allowed in the fishing in It is dependent on patrol policies 
and lockdowns; some fishing villages allowed the 
fisherman in at 73.33 percent, while other villages did not 
allow the fisherman in at 26.67 percent. The above table 
shows the hours the respondent was allowed to fish. 6 
hours of the people is 46.67 percent in the fisher 
community, and the other 6 hours above some of the 
people in the 33.33 percent and the next 4 hours in the 20 
percent people allowed in the fishing. The table above 
illustrates the challenges faced by respondents in the 
fishing community during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
lockdown affects 19.70 percent of the people, preventing 
them from moving anywhere and posing numerous 
challenges. The fishing ban, which affects 30 percent of the 
population, concerns others.  

CONCLUSION 

The fishermen community, involved in fish culture and 
fishing activities, is impoverished, which prevents them 
from adopting lockdown measures to produce fish during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The socio-economic condition of 
the fisher community in the study area is characterized by 
extreme poverty and misery. Extensive and 
comprehensive area development programs for the entire 
coastal belt and rivers are also required to improve the 
socio-economic conditions of the fishing population. On 
the basis of town planning in the cities, each fishing center 
or village requires extensive development programs. 
Programs should prioritize the immense potential for 
aquaculture development and the tourist attraction of 
several spots along the coastal belt and rivers. In this 
context, it is better to form a Coastal Zone Development 
Authority (CZDA) in each maritime state, exclusively to 
look after the capacious development of the coastal region. 

The fishermen community, involved in fish culture and 
fishing activities, is impoverished, which prevents them 
from adopting lockdown measures to produce fish during 
COVID-19. It may be concluded that the socio-economic 
condition of the fisher community of the study area is very 
poor and miserable. Extensive and comprehensive area 
development programs for the entire coastal belt and also 
rivers are required to improve the socio-economic 
conditions of the fishing population. On the basis of town 
planning in the cities, each fishing center/village requires 
extensive programs for the development. The immense 
scope of aquaculture development and tourist attraction of 
several spots of the coastal belt and river should be given 
priority in the programs. In this context, it is better to form 
a Coastal Zone Development Authority (CZDA) in each 
maritime state, exclusively to look after the capacious 
development of the coastal region. 
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